
Chess is one of the most loved games in the world. In some countries, it is a fiercely contested sport. In other countries, it is a recreational pastime. One thing is for certain. Its popularity in Australia is growing rapidly, particularly among children.

Why is chess becoming so popular?
Australian culture is moving towards a greater emphasis on intellectual pursuits. Chess is shedding its nerdy image and becoming cool!

Chess is not only fun to play but has many educational benefits as well. Chess helps to develop the following attributes:

· Pattern visualization 

· Patience 

· Memory 

· Abstract reasoning 

· Originality and creativity 

· Awareness of the consequences of actions
(good move = win a piece) 

· Confidence and self-esteem 

· Concentration and focus 

Several high profile studies in recent years have demonstrated the many developmental benefits of chess to children. The most prominent of these studies are listed below: 

Teacher’s Guide: Research and Benefits of Chess. 
Dr. Robert C. Ferguson.
(http://www.quadcitychess.com/benefits_of_chess.html)

The Case for Chess as a Tool to Develop Our Children’s Minds. 
Dr. Peter Dauvergne.
(http://www.auschess.org.au/articles/chessmind.htm)

Chess is Cool for Kids. 
Leopold Lacrimosa. 
(http://www.chesscentral.com/articles_chess/kids-
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Chess Makes Kids Smarter. 
Dr. Gerard J. Duller. 
(http://www.chesshouse.com/articles.asp?id=109)

So learn how to play and become part of a growing chess culture in Australia. Challenge yourself in chess tournaments. Beat your grandparents!

Click here to view the chess coaching programs offered by zedChess for schools and individuals. For more information, please call 9527-1049 or send an email to mainto:info@zedchess.com.au.
